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What'’s a Sustainable Community?

An urban, suburban or rural community that has more
housing and transportation choices, is closer to jobs,

shops or schools, is more energy independent and helps
protect clean air and water.







School siting and communities over time

* Schools and neighborhoods were interconnected — schools at
centers of communities solved transportation challenges:

* Economic, social, cultural, and transportation changes
impacted this (this is a long discussion!);

* Result: larger schools, far from communities they serve,
abandonment of existing schools (compounding
disinvestment in older communities), reliance on automobile
and school buses for transport (both have significant fiscal
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School Investments Influence

Community Goals

Children’s health

Fiscal health of local and state government
Open space and farmland preservation
Traffic congestion

Environmental goals — air quality, water quality,
climate change

Revitalization of downtown and existing
neighborhoods

Community character
Social equity
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